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Words of the President of the
Betania Foundation 
Geo Bianchini Giani

On March 25, 1984, Our Lady appeared in Finca Betania, to over 150 
people, under the title Mary, Virgin and Mother, Reconciler of all Peoples 
and Nations. The apparition began at 3:00 in the afternoon and continued 
until 6:30 p.m. The Virgin appeared and disappeared. I saw her seven 
times as a white beautiful image, a compact mist. I could not make out her 
features, but I did see Baby Jesus in her arms. I was immensely happy to 
share this grace with all of my family. The apparition confirmed my faith 
and every day I remember it. I hope to see her again since she promised 
us that she would appear again.

The 6th Commandment 
Was the Central Theme in the Youth 

Meeting

Commemoration of the 
Opening of the Cause of 
the Servant of God Maria 

Esperanza

Excerpt of a Message of Our 
Lady Given to Mrs. Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini

My little children, I am Mary, 
Virgin and Mother, Reconciler 

of Nations. I come with my 
Son in my arms to reconcile 

you. O sublime hope of 
yours! Pray the rosary! Little 

children, you have felt me 
and seen me, being touched 
by the truth that I live among 
you [...] continue to be loyal 
to the call that today I make, 

and let us walk the path 
together [...]! 

I lead you!

MARCH 25, 1984  
3:00 P.M. 

7th APPARITION

On January 19, 2013 Father Juan Carlos Silva, Mr. 
Geo Bianchini, the Marrero-Bianchini, and the Liscano-
Ratmiroff attended the Betania Foundation youth 
meeting. They discussed the position of the Church 
regarding this commandment and how to avoid breaking 
it. Father explained how spiritual life is affected when this 
commandment is not observed. On the other hand, Mr. Geo 
Bianchini and the participating couples shared the benefits 
of following the rules of the Church and the advice Mrs. 
Maria Esperanza had given them. According to the young 
ones they better understood the benefits of trying to keep 
the body and soul pure.

The three year anniversary of the opening of 
the Cause of Beatification and Canonization 
of the Servant of God Maria Esperanza 
de Bianchini was celebrated on January 
31, 2013. To commemorate this event the 
Bianchini family and members of the Betania 
Foundation and Choir attended Mass at the 
Chapel Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in order 
to show their gratitude to the Lord. At the end 
of the Eucharistic celebration they presented 
a video of the opening ceremony.

Betania Youth Group sharing their concerns about the sixth commandment with 
Father Juan Carlos Silva

Mr. Geo Bianchini shared some words before presenting 
the video of the opening of the Cause of the Servant of God 
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini at the Chapel Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, in Caracas

The Betania Foundation
Opens its Social Networks

The Betania Foundation Civil Association 
is now a presence in the social networks 
Facebook and Twitter. You can access its 
account and share relevant information with 
your friends, helping to share the message 
of the Our Lady under the title of the Virgin 
Mary Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, 
and the work of its founder, the Servant of 
God Maria Esperanza de Bianchini. You only 
have to access these portals and search for 
Betania Foundation in Facebook, and
@Betaniaorgve in Twitter.

The Newsletter 
of the Betania 

Foundation



Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of spiritual 
gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as wife, mother, and 
missionary to promote the unity of the family and the reconciliation of all peoples. 
You enabled her to be the central figure in the manifestations of the Virgin Mary, 
under the title of Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, in Betania. Grant us the 
grace to follow her example of humility, hope, and unconditional love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray for the 
healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal unity of the entire 
human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request (mention your 
intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your servant. Likewise, we 
humbly implore that she be inscribed in the Church’s catalogue of saints, as a 
universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant until the 
end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of Metuchen, New 
Jersey,December 4, 2009
For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.mariaesperanza.org and/
or www.betania.org.ve

We are in times of reconciliation. The great moment of reconciliation is coming. 

Our message must be one of love and reconciliation, because we must reconcile. As 
long as we do not reconcile in the world we will live in war.

Spiritual Maxims of
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA

Chronological Data 
on Mrs. Maria Esperanza

• On August 22, 1954, the Servant of God Maria Esperanza, 
while at her home in San Jose, Caracas, was praying the rosary 
with some friends, including Noris and Elizabeth Behrens 
and her mother, when she had a very significant mystical 
experience, similar to the transverberation of Teresa of Avila 

• In September, 1954, she went to the city of Merida, in Merida 
State, and stayed with the Franciscan Sisters. The Mother 
Superior of the convent was mother San Gabriel, and her 
confessor was Archbishop Quintero (later the first Cardinal of 
Venezuela)
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Peace and Good

Man must be humble and wait for the 
events to unfold according to the divine 
will. Trying to forcefully persuade, is a 
mistake. The true soul that surrenders 
to Jesus must judiciously answer to his 
delicate inspirations. He has given to 
his child the secrets of his love. So, it is 
necessary for that child to wait for the 
hour the Lord has prepared for his Work, 
without [confusion] and scandals […]. 
Everything takes place when He deems 
it right. For this, it is necessary to be 
humble, generous, and wise. The wisdom 
of a soul is to know how to trust in what the 
Lord has promised, without making others 

acknowledge [the disciple’s] worth. No, this is a mistake, because you lose 
grace and you [deform] the Work that could be done for the wellbeing of the 
community [...].

Now, children, forge ahead and wait. This lesson is so you may learn once 
again to discern one thing at a time.

Reflections of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini When She Lived in Rome, 

November 23, 1970

Words of the Vice-Postulator
Missions to Betania V and to Betania XIV

Dear Friends of Betania,
 
I had the privilege of visiting Betania V 
and Betania XIV earlier this year and 
I would like to give you a little report. 
The coordinators of Betania V in Delray 
Beach, Florida, are the wonderful 
Cannon family. They knew and shared 
time with Maria Esperanza over many 
years, and her spirit of generosity and 
hospitality has rubbed off on them in an 
amazing way. My trip was planned for the 
monthly Betania V meeting in January. 

Giovanni Bianchini (Maria Esperanza’s son) and his family were visiting 
the Cannons Florida at the same time. When the entire Betania group 
gathered at the Cannon home, we prayed the rosary, offered Mass, 
and enjoyed a festive period of sharing. What especially inspired me 
that night was the presence of a group of devout youth. Also, the same 
familiar spirit of faith, joy and fraternity was evident there that we see in 
every Betania Community. May God bless Betania V!
 
In February, I visited went to Betania XIV in the Grand Cayman. The 
coordinator there, Merle McCann, planned a packed weekend of 
religious and social events typical of the kind of missions that Maria 
Esperanza used to conduct. The schedule was demanding yet 
balanced, allowing time for prayer, fellowship, recreation and site-
seeing. There were two beautiful dinner meetings with the Betania 
Community at private homes, and Merle arranged with her pastor for 
me to speak at all of the parish Masses about Maria Esperanza and 
Betania XIV. At every Mass was the church was full. I witnessed a 
very vibrant Catholic community there at St. Ignatius, the only Catholic 
parish on the island. Maria Esperanza had visited this parish when she 
was healthy and there formed the community we now call Betania XIV. 
She left an impression upon the people that continues to this day. I 
believe that Betania XIV holds great potential for the future. It was a 
tremendous blessing for me to encounter the Catholics of the Cayman.  
 
 With prayers,
 Fr. Tim Byerley

CAUSE – MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA
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COMMUNITIES OF BETANIA AND THE CHURCH

Betania V, Miami, Florida, EE.UU..

We still keep the experiences of the meeting held on January 
12, 2013, with Father Timothy Byerley, Giovanni Bianchini 
and his own family, Jesus and Luisa Andreu, and Carolina 
Fuenmayor, as a treasure. We have received testimonies of 
gratitude, and signs of renewal in the faith of our members. 
This has encouraged them to transmit this love to their own 
families, to spread the message of Mary, Virgin and Mother 
Reconciler of Peoples and Nations, and to follow the example 
of life and virtues of Mrs. Maria Esperanza. Father Tim updated 
us on the progress of the Cause of the Servant of God, he 
exhorted us to ask for her intercession, and spent several 
hours that night hearing the people’s confessions. We ask for 
this Betania Community to respond to the many graces it has 
received.

The Cannon family

Betania XIV, Cayman Islands, BWI

Betania XIV, was overjoyed on February 7 - 10; with the visit of Fr. Timothy 
Byerley who celebrated the Parish weekend Masses at St. Ignatius, and 
spoke about our Servant of God Maria Esperanza. One highlight was to 
realize that Betania XIV was formed by Maria Esperanza herself when she 
visited Grand Cayman in 1998. This visit was very blessed, in true Betania 
spirit, and at the depth of soul. Betania XIV looks forward now for a return 
visit of Fr. Tim, together with the Bianchini family members, when we will 
once again celebrate and retreat into the grace of God to receive the many 
blessings of Betania, in reconciliation and the Gospel.

Merle McGann

Mrs. Bella de Hernandez, the mother-in-law of the son of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza, gave testimony at Betania V, in Miami, about her experience by her side The Community of Betania XIV, Cayman Islands, with its representative Merle McGann and the Vice-

Postulator, Father Timothy Byerley, closing the conference at St. Ignatius Parish

Benedict XVI, example of humility and prayer

“With regard to myself, I wish to also devotedly serve the Holy Church of God in the future 
through a life dedicated to prayer.”** With these beautiful words, Pope Benedict XVI ended his 
address delivered on February 11, 2013, during his abdication from his ministry as Bishop of 
Rome, after an act that is considered to be of great courage and humility.

Many aspects of his life can be highlighted, such as his great devotion to study philosophy and 
theology, a fact that led him to make significant contributions to the Second Vatican Council, and 
to be appointed by his predecessor, Pope John Paul II, as Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, and President of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and of the International 
Theological Commission. He also served as President of the committee for the preparation of the 
new Catechism of the Catholic Church.

This brief account is presented to highlight the fact that his great preparation had its foundation 
in humility and prayer, both virtues worthy of imitating. The Catholic people are united in prayer 
for the Holy Mother Church.
 
** Vatican (2013). Benedict XVI. Speeches. February 11, 2013. Taken on 02-28-2013 from 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2013/february/documents/hf_ben-xvi_
spe_20130211_declaratio_en.html

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
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AGENDA

PETITIONS

Pilgrimages

Place: Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
Date: January 12, 2013
Detail: Pilgrimage from the Parish San Luis Rey de Francia, Villa de 
Cura, Aragua State

Place: Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
Date: January 27, 2013
Detail: Pilgrimage from Calabozo, Guarico State

Place: Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
Date: February 17, 2013
Detail:  Pilgrimage of a group from Carayaca, Vargas State. 

Place: Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
Date: March 3, 2013
Detail: Pilgrimage from Calabozo, Guarico State

Place: Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
Date: March 25, 2013
Detail: 37º anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady in Finca Betania

Place: Sanctuary of the Virgin of Betania
Date: April 20, 2013
Detail:  Pilgrimage of a group from Maracaibo, Zulia State. 

Trips

Place: Betania V, Miami, Florida, USA
Date: January 12, 2013
Detail: The visit of the Vice-Postulator, Father Timothy Byerley and 
members of Betania I

Place: Betania XIV, Cayman Islands, BOT  
Date: February 7 to 10, 2013
Detail: The visit of the Vice-Postulator, Father Timothy Byerley

Place: Betania VIII, Rome, Italy
Date: March 12 to April 3, 2013
Detail: The visit of the Bianchini to give support to the Church and 
to the Betania Community

Petitions of the Communities
Let us pray for the necessities of our Holy Church and of the world, and 
especially for our brothers and sisters who have the following requests:

In Thanksgiving
For the work carried out by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. The Luciani 
family and Betania XIII thank everyone for their prayers for they have been 
answered.

Health Petitions:

Por los enfermos de cáncer: Betania I: William Osorio y Gabriel, y 
Betania II: Don Boisvert

For the health of: 
Betania I: Pablo Delgado Reyes, Maria Catherina Alzuarje,  la nieta de Flor 
Salerno, Andres Cardozo, Pedro Catalan, Tony Gallo,  Ulmaris de Behrens,  
Valentina Perez, Ricardo Hernandez, Adriana Egui, Ana Maria Souto, Beatriz,  
William Rivas and Jose; Betania VI: Santiago de Chazal; and Betania VII: 
Juan Blanco
For the cancer patients:
Betania I: William Osorio and Gabriel, and Betania II: Don Boisvert

Petitions for the Deceased:
For the souls in Purgatory, the President of Venezuela, Mrs. Obdulia de 
Perez, Jose Raul Sabater, and Silvia Ozuna de Roa.

Special Petitions:
For the entire Church, the Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, the Papal Conclave, 
the future Holy Father, and all the bishops and priests who help us in our 
journey.
For the cause of beatification of Maria Esperanza and for Father Timothy 
Byerley who gives it impulse.
For all the Communities of Betania around the world.
For priestly and religious vocations.
For the rulers of all the countries of the world, and for those who have political 
and economical power, so they may all have the well-being of the nations at 
heart.
For peace in the Middle East and the world. 
For the Bianchini family and for Mr. Bianchini, so God may grant him grace, 
health and strength to continue working for God and the Blessed Virgin.
Betania X: for the Judge family so God may grant them fortitude. Betania XIV: 
for the family of baby Noel so God may comfort them in a special way.

Father of Goodness, listen to our prayer and grant unto your servants, who 
trust in You, the gift of your grace to embrace your love in unity, and reach 
with your mercy, after this life, the eternal kingdom, through Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord. Amen.
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