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A Word From the President of the Betania Foundation, Mr. Geo Bianchini Giani 
Christmas is a time of great satisfaction. We live the memory of the birth of our Lord, the Savior, who came to the world 
with the sole reason of saving us all for eternity. God became a child to give us so many gifts and to surrender his life for 
us. I wish that God may give you the grace to feel the flame of love in your soul, and I wish that the great transformation 
that we are expecting, a new world full of love, tenderness, and only capable of love, may take place. This is my desire 
for all my brothers and sisters, and for the entire community, to be able to embrace true love in order to transform the 
sad world we are living in. Lord, may your grace deeply touch us all, especially me, and my family; complete conversion. 
Amen. 

Vandalia filled everyone with
joy and love with their guests

The Pampered Ones of 
the Lord Sang with the 

Betania Choir

Excerpt of a Message of Our 
Lady Given to Mrs. Maria 

Esperanza Bianchini

Little daughter, little children, here I 
am among you, in a close and warm 

embrace, living a gathering of a Mother 
with her children, in which each son 

and daughter expresses their feelings 
and desires of how much they truly 
wish for their Mother to understand 

them, so she can bestow her motherly 
protection upon them.

Little children, I beg all of you to 
take advantage of the days, hours, 
minutes, and seconds to prepare 

yourselves [...]! Evangelization is the 
representation of the New Golden Age 
of a new world, where peace and the 
ways of love shall take you to reach 

the rectitude and the knowledge of the 
children of God! You are children of 
God, his People, children of God! 

I keep you in my Heart with a small 
latent and living thorn! Love, love, love 

endlessly!

march 6, 1988
11:00 a.m.

14 APPARITION

“Come and experience the 
joy and love of the family of 
Betania during our 17th annual 
conference”, was the title of 
the Marian conference held in 
Vandalia, Illinois, USA, from 
October 31st to November 2nd, 
2014. The conference’s special 
guests were: Bishop Thomas 
John Joseph Paprocki, Bishop 
of Springfield, Illinois, USA; 
Father Peter Prusakiewicz 
of the Congregation of Saint 
Michael the Archangel in Marki, 
Poland; Sisters Susan Pieper 
and Loredana Mazzei, Apostles 
of the Interior Life, Italy; 

The Betania Choir has been visiting for 
eight years at Christmas the patients at 
the Dermatological Hospital Dr. Martin 
Vegas, known as the Leper Colony, 
and Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s Home 
for Children in Catia La Mar, home for 
children with psychomotor disabilities 
and cerebral palsy. This time the 
Betania Choir shared their voices 
during the Mass held in the hospital, 
celebrated by Father Timothy Byerley 
and concelebrated by a priest friend. 
In his homily, Father Tim announced 
that the sick are the pampered ones 
of the Lord and that their mission 
was very important, because if they 
offered their hardship and prayed 
from their wheelchairs they would be 
helping to save souls and avoiding 
war. Later, the choir gave them a 
mini-concert and shared a snack with 
them, together with the “Proyecto Dar” 
Foundation. Afterwards, they went to 
the orphanage to fill its corridors with 
songs, smiles, and favors for all the 
children who live there.

The Leper Colony patients attending the Christmas 
Holy Mass celebrated by Father Timothy Byerley

Father Ramon Vinke celebrating the 
feast of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal

The Betania Choir Participated in the
Feast of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 

The feast of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal is celebrated on 
November 27. Our Lady appeared 
to Saint Catherine Laboure. The 
Church “La Milagrosa”, located in 
the parish “San Andres Apostol”, at 
“El Placer” celebrated this day in 
a very special way. Father Ramon 
Vinke was the celebrant at Holy 

TH

	  

Joseph Pierce, a British writer 
and professor; daughters of the 
Servant of God Maria Esperanza 
Bianchini, Maria Gracia Gebran, 
Maria Coromoto Marrero, and 
Maria Auxiliadora Leon; other 
members of the family and of the 
Betania Foundation. Ann Stock 
was the Master of Ceremony. For 
this occasion twenty-two traveled 
from Venezuela, most of them 
members of the Betania Choir, 
who shared their songs with the 
audience. Members of Betania X, 
XIII, and XVII also flew in.

Mass. In his homily he invited the parishioners to pray to Our 
Lady and to recite the prayer of the “Magnificat”, because she 
is such a great intercessor. The Betania Choir accompanied the 
Eucharistic ceremony with its music. When Mass had ended, 
Father blessed the medals and holy cards of Our Lady, and 
invited everyone to enjoy the choir’s Christmas carols. Afterwards 
they all shared something to eat. 

The Newsletter 
of the Betania 

Foundation
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The family, our family is the Family of Nazareth, 
for all of us, all of us here, all humanity. The 
Family of Nazareth repeats itself. How does it 
repeat itself? By imitating them, leading a life in 
harmony with our Mother the Church and trying 
to truly follow the footsteps of Jesus. What are 
the footsteps of Jesus? The motivations to truly 
live the Gospel and put it into practice. [...].

And those little things, details, bring one closer 
to God. God asks us to fulfill our vocation as 
children of the Church, of the Mother Church. 
[...] So, I’m going to tell you something: We are 
here to raise awareness tonight: How have we 
behaved this year? Have we been honest? Have 
we truly been good to our neighbor? Have we 
tried to share with our family? Have we fought? 
Which problems have we had that could have 
turned the family bitter? Have we had any clashes?

Because when we examine our consciences it is because He is close to us, it is 
because He urges us to meditate and reflect on whether we are truly meeting the 
expectation or not. [...] I tell you this because we must not make the same mistake over 
and over again. We have to improve ourselves, our person in our relationship with God, 
and our neighbor too.

Reflections of the Servant of God
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini 

Words of the Vice-Postulator

Dear Friends of Betania, 

As we approach another Christmas let 
us try to meditate upon the fact that the 
Son of God came to us through a family. 
In order to redeem us he first lived for 
thirty years as a member of a small 
ordinary family. Those years he spent 
with Joseph and Mary, first in Bethlehem, 
then in Egypt, and later in Nazareth 
demonstrate how important family life is. 
Maria Esperanza knew this, so it is no 
surprise that she always directed people 
to imitate the Holy Family. The entire 

Church is meditating upon this same theme as the Synod on the Family 
continues its work. May God bless you as you celebrate the birth of 
Jesus with your own families this year. 

Merry Christmas,
Fr. Tim Byerley

CAUSE – MARIA ESPERANZA

Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of 
spiritual gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as 
wife, mother, and missionary to promote the unity of the family and 
the reconciliation of all peoples. You enabled her to be the central 
figure in the manifestations of the Virgin Mary, under the title of 
Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, in Betania. Grant us the grace 
to follow her example of humility, hope, and unconditional love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray 
for the healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal 
unity of the entire human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request 
(mention your intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your 
servant. Likewise, we humbly implore that she be inscribed in the 
Church’s catalogue of saints, as a universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant 
until the end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of 
Metuchen, New Jersey, December 4, 2009

For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.
mariaesperanza.org and/or www.betania.org.ve

Parents have to raise their children under the wing, the grace, and the love of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph – the foster father of Jesus.

The basis of a home is unity; because it is there that we can acknowledge that 
the Lord lives among us. And there is nothing more beautiful than to show him we 
love and follow him.

If families unite in the world, sinners will not be able to come against them. The 
world will be saved. War will be exterminated. Social injustice, lack of faith, trust, 
and love will come to an end. The glory of God will come on earth.

Spiritual Maxims of Maria Esperanza Bianchini PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA

Tuesday, December 22nd, 1998; 8:50 p.m.

Meeting with Mrs. Maria Esperanza de Bianchini in the 
residence La Estancia del Senor,

Alto Hatillo, Miranda State

• On December 23rd, 1956, Mrs. Maria Esperanza and Mr. Geo Bianchini arrived 
at the church of Saint John Bosco to give thanks for their marriage. He was the 
one who predicted their marriage.
• On December 29th, 1956, in Turin Maria Esperanza had a mystical phenomenon, 
a manifestation with Saint Cabrini, who spoke to Geo in perfect Italian about his 
past, present, and future. From that moment on Geo was acquainted with the 
great spirituality of his wife.
• On March 19th, 1957, Miss Mary Stucliff, a relative of Pope Pius IX, was inspired 
to give to Mrs. Bianchini the relics that the pope had left her as an inheritance for 
her protection.
 

Datos cronológicos de la Sra. María Esperanza
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17th Annual Conference of Betania XVI, 
Vandalia, Illinois, USA

May the light of Christ be among 
us this Christmas

Our Sorrowful Mother’s Ministry/Betania XVI was pleased to host the family and 
foundation members of Maria Esperanza for our 17th annual conference. Twenty-
two members were able to attend. The family members including Maria Gracia and 
Coromoto were able to share their experiences with their mother to over 150 people. 
Bishop Paprocki of the Diocese of Springfield spoke at the conference and he was 
welcomed with song by the Betania Choir. The highlight of the weekend was a concert 
by the choir directed by Maria Auxiliadora.

We were blessed to host the family and foundation members for this faith-filled event.

Betania XVI

COMMUNITIES OF BETANIA AND THE CHURCH 

* Pope Francis (2014). Pope Francis uses tablet to illuminate Gubbio Christmas 
tree. December 9, 2014. Vatican Radio. Taken from:
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-francis-uses-tablet-to-illuminate-gubbio-chri 

Pope Francisco lit the Christmas tree of Gubbio

On December 7th, 2014 Pope Francis turned on the lights 
of the traditional Christmas tree at Gubbio. On this occasion 
the pontiff said: “I wish you a happy and holy Christmas. 
In switching on the light of the Nativity scene, we wish for 
the light of Christ to be in us. A Christmas without light is 
not Christmas. Let there be light in the soul, in the heart; 
let there be forgiveness to others; let there be no hostilities, 
which are dark.”
Then he added: “If you have something dark in your 
soul, ask the Lord for forgiveness. Christmas is a great 
opportunity to cleanse the soul, eh! Do not fear, the priest 
is merciful, forgiving all in the name of God, because God 
forgives everything.”*

AGENDA

Trips

Betania XVI, Vandalia, Illinois, USA
From October 31 to November 2, 2014
Marian Conference “Come and Experience the Joy 
and Love of the Betania Family at our 17th Annual 
Conference” and concert of the Betania Choir

Events
Residence La Estancia del Senor
October 5, 2014; 6:30 p.m.
Youth meeting with the president of the Foundation 
Betania

Residence La Estancia del Senor
October 10, 2014; 6:30 p.m.
Meeting to prepare for the trip to the conference in 
Vandalia, Illinois, USA

The Sanctuary of Betania
December 6, 2014; 11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass presided by Bishop Ovidio Perez Morales, 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

Residence La Estancia del Senor
December 8, 2014; 9:00 p.m.
Christening of the biographical book “Maria Esperanza 
and the Grace of Betania” by Father Timothy Byerley

 

Pilgrimages
October 11, 2014; young ones to celebrate who had their 
Confirmation and others who were going to receive their 
First Communion who went with the Missionary Sisters 
of Charity
From December 6 to 12; Betania Community XVI, 
Vandalia, Illinois, USA.
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PETITIONS OF THE COMMUNITIES

Petitions of the Communities 
Let us pray for the necessities of our Holy Church and of the world, and 
especially for our brothers and sisters who have the following requests:

In Thanksgiving:
For the improvement of: Mr. Geo Bianchini, Maria Yovera, Yaritza Toledo, 
Guillermo Pacheco, Elio Guevara, Carlos Bonelli, and Joao Soares. Betania 
VII: Juanito Arbulu.

Health Petitions:
For the health of: Betania I: Geo Bianchini, María Gebran, Maria Marrero, 
Santiago, Carolina, Jose Hernandez, Pietro Catanese, Teresita Martin, 
Juan Alvarez, Charo Romero, Maite Ciruello, Jose Abreu, Blanky Ramos, 
Miguel, Coco Pena, Maria Balvina, Francis Cabrera, Sabrina Garcia, Elbano, 
Gianmarco, Lizette Lugo, Renato Yanez, Jacinto Colmenares, Emilio 
Pierreti, Macera de Parra, Aime Gonzalez, Ildelisa Conteras, Marina Collet, 
Maximiliano, Elio Guevara, Nohemi Martin, Ronald Mistaje, Carlos, Antonio 
De Bernardo, Carlos Bonelli, Jesse Castillo, Guillermo Pacheco, Elbano, 
Jose, Carmen Gil, Yaritza Toledo, Sabrina Sanchez, Armando Concepcion, 
Angel Calderon, Susana,  Stuart Start, Carlos Uranga, Elba de Gutierrez, 
Jesus Capuz y Vicente Silva. Betania VII: Herman Berger, Ines Coronado, 
and Diego Benavides.  Betania XI: Karly. Betania XIV: Sean Grey. 

For the cancer patients: 
Betania I: Yoselin, Argelia Leon, Alfonzo Castro, Marianella Ruiz, Carlos 
Martinis, Steven Bello, Melida Margarita, Gonzalo, Evelyn Roman, Stelia, 
Diva Pulido, Beatriz Speir, Nordys Martinez, Johanry Montero, Ana Suarez, 
Mauricio Haspiel, Gianni De Simini, Lorenzo Emmanuelli, and Mauricio. 
Betania XIV: Janet Pereira.

Urgent intentions: 
Betania I: Mary Urrutia, Carlos Rivas, Alejandro Becerra, and Maria Garcia. 
Betania VII: Carlos. Betania X: Jared Kern. Betania XVII: Yamila Perez. 

Special Intentions: 
For the entire Church, Pope Francis, all the bishops, priests and religious 
that form part of our Betania family, especially those who work for the cause 
of Maria Esperanza.
For patients with the Ebola virus.
For the inhabitants of Villa de Leyva in Colombia.
For the religious who are persecuted, for those who have doubts.
For the cause of beatification of Maria Esperanza and for Father Timothy 
Byerley who gives it impulse.
For all the Communities of Betania around the world.
For priestly and religious vocations.
For the rulers of all the countries of the world, and for those who have 
political and economic power, so they may all have the well-being of the 
nations at heart.
For peace, love, and reconciliation in Venezuela.
For peace in the Middle East and the whole world.
For families, for couples that are going through a crisis, so the Blessed Virgin 
and Saint Joseph may lead them through the path of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth.
For the Bianchini family and for Mr. Bianchini, so the Holy Spirit may always 
guide his steps, and God may grant him grace, health and strength to 
continue working for God and the Blessed Virgin.

Father of Goodness, listen to our prayer and grant unto your servants, who 
trust in You, the gift of your grace to embrace your love in unity, and reach 
with your mercy, after this life, the eternal kingdom, through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. Amen.

AGENDA

Concerts
Monastery San Jose and Virgen del Carmen de las 
Carmelitas Descalzas, Los Chorros
October 18, 2014; 10:00 a.m.
Holy Mass, 5th centenary of the birth of St. Teresa 
of Jesus

Chapel Nuestra Senora del Carmen
October 20, 2014; 6:30 p.m.
Holy  Mass

Church Santa Ana
November 22, 2014; 6:00 p.m.
Holy Mass, birthday of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza

Church Santa Maria Madre de Dios, Manzanares
November 23, 2014; 6:30 p.m.
Holy Mass, solemnity of Christ the King

Church La Milagrosa, El Placer
November 27, 2014; 6:30 p.m.
Holy Mass, feast of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal

Caracas Country Club
December 2, 2014; 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Concert, opening of the Christmas Holiday at the club

Dermatological Hospital Dr. Martin Vegas and Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s Home 
for children, Catia La Mar, Vargas State
December 7, 2014; 9:00 p.m.
Holy Mass and Christmas Concerts

Church Santa Ana
December 8, 2014; 6:30 p.m.
Holy Mass, feast of the Immaculate Conception, Mr. Geo Bianchini’s birthday, 
and remembrance anniversary of the Bianchini-Medrano

Church La Ascension del Senor, Cumbres de Curumo
December 14, 2014; 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Concert

Church La Sagrada Familia de Nazaret, La Tahona
December 17, 2014; 7:30 p.m.
Holy Mass

Church La Sagrada Familia de Nazaret, La Tahona
December 19, 2014; 11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass

Sanctuary of Betania
December 21, 2014; 2:00 p.m.
First anniversary of the priestly ordination of Father Jhonfer 
Camacho

Church Santa Ana
December 24, 2014; 8:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve’s Holy Mass
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