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Words of the President of the Betania Foundation Mr. Geo Bianchini Giani
My dear community, I send you my best wishes for this Christmas and New Year. May everyone feel united in sincere 
and true love, and stronger every day renewing yourselves completely in union with Jesus. Let us fully trust in him. Let 
us place ourselves in his hands, in his infinite love, so we may learn how to respond to what He might ask us to do. May 
God bless you all. We are united in the love of God, in that endless love that is to come which we are waiting for with an 
infinite yearning, a new world full of love. Amen.

Relics of Saint Therese in Venezuela The Betania Choir Spreads 
its Fraternal Message 

among the Needy

Excerpt of a Message of Our 
Lady Given to Mrs. Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini

Little daughter, little children, the 
fruits of this day are sanctifying 
graces for your souls; they are 
of supernatural life for better 

days in the steep mountain you 
are climbing! My rays, which 
come from the Sun of Justice 
of my Divine Son, shall dazzle 
you. Be loyal to his doctrine! 
Lead an evangelical, secular 
and apostolic life! And refine 
the faith, love and unity of the 
blessed ones! Now, look at the 

resplendent sun behind the 
copious clouds of cotton, and the 

fine divine rain. 

November 27, 1985
10:30 a.m.One of the Masses to commemorate the visit of the relics of Saint 

Therese of Lisieux to Venezuela was on October 31, 2013 at the 
Monastery San Jose y la Virgen del Carmen, of the Discalced 
Carmelites, at Los Chorros. This time, the Betania Choir had the 
fortune to participate and pray before the remains of this great saint. 
The liturgical celebration was imbued with great joy and devotion. 
The relics will remain in the country until January 28, 2014. 

On December 14, 2013, the Betania 
Choir traveled to the coastal area of 
the country, to Vargas State, to give 
a word of encouragement and love to 
people with different health conditions 
through their music.
The first stop was at the Dermatological 
Hospital Dr. Martin Vegas, known 
as The Leper Colony. The choir 
participated during the Mass and gave 
a short concert of Christmas Carols. 
Then they visited the orphanage of 
the Missionaries of Charity in Catia 
La Mar, where about 20 children are 
housed with psychomotor disabilities 
and cerebral palsy.

Relics of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus

The Betania Choir with the Sisters of the 
Servants of Jesus

María Auxiliadora Bianchini de Leon talking to a lady 
at the leprosarium

The Betania Choir encourages the children of the 
Missionaries of Charity with their music

The Betania Choir Participated During the Holy 
Mass of Venerable Carmen Rendiles Martinez

On November 3, at the 
Cathedral of Caracas, Mass 
was celebrated in thanksgiving 
for the promulgation of the 
decree of the heroic virtues 
of Mother Camen Rendiles 
Martinez. She is a Venezuelan 
Religious and founder of the 
Congregation of Servants 

of Jesus who has been declared venerable by Pope Francis. 
The celebration was officiated by Cardinal Jorge Urosa Savino, 
accompanied by priests and nuns belonging to the Congregation of 
venerable Carmen Rendiles. The Betania Choir participated during 
the Holy Mass.
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Peace and Good
 
Children, I wanted these lines to bear you 
the joy of the Birth of the Child Jesus. 
May your souls feel imbued with infinite 
emotion for the coming of this Child, a 
Celestial Cherubim. He wants his cry, that 
of a Blessed Child, of the night of his Birth 
to be felt in the hearts of those who are still 
waiting for him to save us all. Not with the 
Cross, but with a sword to defend his Ten 
Commandments from the iniquity of man; 
justice and a promised law. My children, 
grow in the infinite tenderness of this Child 
and of his Blessed Mother. I send them to 
you as a Christmas present to defend the 

helpless children, the innocent poor, the sorrowful mothers, and all who may 
need them. They will impart their Blessing to give comfort, love, and relief to 
all Christian homes. ( ...) Well, my children, after this, what else can I say? 
There are no words. Everything is summarized, is condensed here. Now, I 
have to say goodbye with my husband who sends his greetings. My mother 
sends her love, and my little children their delicate caress. And I send you 
my best, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 1970, together with all 
your loved ones. Children, I will be with you today, tomorrow, and forever.

God bless you.

Reflections of the Servant of God
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

Rome, December 12, 1969
(Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe)

Words of the Vice-Postulator

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
  
To conclude the year, I would like to tell 
you of a report of a favor received through 
the intercession of Maria Esperanza in 
November 2012. It is about Baby Juliet 
Medrano of Long Island, New York (the 
location of Betania XIII). When Baby 
Juliet was three months old she was 
diagnosed with cancer in her eyes. The 
tumor in the right eye grew so large that 
it threatened to enter her brain, so the 
doctors removed this eye to save her 

life. Then the tumor in the left eye also became life-threatening and the 
doctors insisted on removing it too, in order to save the baby. Someone 
from Betania XIII visited Juliet and her mother, and they prayed through 
Maria Esperanza for her healing. A picture of Maria Esperanza was left 
at the home and Baby Juliet was enamored by it. She did not want to 
put it down. Mrs. Medrano continued to pray the beatification prayer 
each day for her daughter. One night she had a dream of a woman 
dressed in white who was next to her daughter’s crib and praying over 
the baby. This gave her great comfort. Three weeks later, Mrs. Medrano 
heard a voice telling her to disregard what the doctors were saying, 
because her baby was going to be alright. Soon after, on November 
14, 2012, Juliet was taken to the doctors to prepare for the removal of 
her left eye. To the doctors’ great surprise, the cancer was gone. No 
more surgery or treatments were required. Mrs. Medrano later affirmed 
that the woman in her dream looked exactly like the photo of Maria 
Esperanza on the front of the beatification prayer card. This uplifting 
story touches our hearts during the Christmas season, that is always 
so special for children. We could add that children are especially dear 
to the Servant of God Maria Esperanza too, because so many of her 
works of intercession seem to benefit children.
  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Fr. Tim Byerley
Vice Postulator

Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of spiritual 
gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as wife, mother, and 
missionary to promote the unity of the family and the reconciliation of all peoples. 
You enabled her to be the central figure in the manifestations of the Virgin Mary, 
under the title of Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, in Betania. Grant us the 
grace to follow her example of humility, hope, and unconditional love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray for the 
healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal unity of the entire 
human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request (mention your 
intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your servant. Likewise, we 
humbly implore that she be inscribed in the Church’s catalogue of saints, as a 
universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant until the end, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of Metuchen, New 
Jersey, December 4, 2009

For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.mariaesperanza.org and/
or www.betania.org.ve

December the 24th is near and many are thinking about vacationing 
and enjoying themselves. I want them to think about You. It is not that 
we are going to focus on a great meal at home, and on the Christmas 
tree, and so on. No, no! First, meditate upon your manger, your birth with 
your Mother and Saint Joseph, who were so poor and were in that cave. 
Nevertheless all the angels, all the shepherds, all the small animals, 
Lord, with the Wise Men came to adore You.

Spiritual Maxim of
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA

CAUSE – MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA
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Betania XIII gathered its community in a 
large room for a videoconference

Mr. Fino Giordano with members of the community of Betania XIII

Betania I during its videoconference with Betania in Long Island

Pope Francis consecrating the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

World Consecration to Our Lady
On October 13, 2013, Pope Francis consecrated the world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. This beautiful ceremony of entrustment 
to the Mother of God was followed in Venezuela by the Betania 
Foundation. That day a large group of people visited the Sanctuary 
of Our Lady Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, in Betania, and 
repeated the exact phrases of the act of consecration to Mary that the 
Pontiff recited at St. Peter’s Square, in Rome.

To recall this day, we invite you to read the Vatican website:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/
documents/papa-francesco_20131013_omelia-giornata-mariana_
en.html

COMMUNITIES OF BETANIA AND THE CHURCH

The representative of the community of Betania XIII, Mr. Fino 
Giordano, gathered his community on October 14 in a huge room 
to hold a videoconference with Betania I. The meeting was chaired 
by Mr. Giordano from Long Island and by several members of the 
Bianchini family from Venezuela. The topics that were discussed 
were: how to live in a community, how to trust and hope in a 
better world, the importance of loving one another, the benefits of 
prayer, and how to cultivate faith. The meeting was dynamic, as all 
members of the community of Betania in Long Island participated in 
saying hello and asking questions. Then members of the Bianchini 
family and Betania Foundation answered their concerns.

CAUSE – MRS. MARIA ESPERANZA

Chronological Data 
on Mrs. Bianchini

 
• In mid-November 1955, while in Rome, Maria Esperanza moved to the Ravasco Institute of the Congregation of the Daughters of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and Mary. She stayed there until the end of December of this same year. In the institute, she met Miss Mary Stucliff, one of the last descendants 
of Pio IX.
• In late November 1955, she met the Colli family, friends of the Sisters of the Ravasco Institute and spiritual children of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina. The 
mentioned saint announced them they would meet a young woman from South America with special graces who would comfort them. Padre Pio was 
referring to Maria Esperanza. This family introduced her to the saint, who became her spiritual director, but due to the distance between Rome and San 
Giovanni Rotondo he sent her to the Jesuit priest, Felice Cappello in Rome. He then assumed the role of her confessor and spiritual director.
• In December 1955, Maria Esperanza was invited by Mary Stucliff to a Canadian church to attend a ceremony officiated by a cardinal. There, she saw 
Mr. Geo Bianchini dressed in military garments and carrying a sword. He belonged to the Guard of Honor of the President of the Italian Republic that 
also has its representation in the State of the Vatican. When Maria Esperanza saw him, she immediately knew he was the man Don Bosco had foretold 
her she would meet.



04 www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

AGENDA

PETITIONS

Trip
Betania XVII, Illinois, USA.
October 25-27, 2013
Presence of the Betania Foundation in the retreat “Abound in Hope”

Petitions of the Communities:

Let us pray for the necessities of our Holy Church and of the world, and 
especially for our brothers and sisters who have the following requests:

In Thanksgiving for:

The miraculous recovery of Mr. Geo Bianchini, and for the favor granted 
to Mrs. Mary Souto through the intercession of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza.

Health Petitions: 

For the health of: Betania I: Mr. Geo Bianchini, Estefania Perez, Oscar 
Ascanio, Thomas Jose, Donato Alejandro Montiel, Ninoska Guevara, Joaquin 
Silveira, Maria Auxiliadora Unda Bonelli, Jose Alberto De Moura, Carmen de 
Mendez, Jose Francisco De Abreu, Maurizio Busnardo, Francisco Hurtado 
Torres, and María Esperanza. Betania II: Fr. Vince Carpinelli, Rose Patek, 
Frank Kelly, and Jerry Goutro. Betania VI: Angie Araoz, Andrew Downes, Fr. 
Jorge Blanc, Luis, Lucka, Benjamin; Eduardo S.; Agustina A.; Carlos M.C.; 
Maureen N; Ty; Ricardo B; Carlos P.; Armando and wife; Juan Ignacio Z; Tete; 
Ana; Monica B.; Agustina, Julieta; Cristina C.; Ivan; Pato; Ezequiel; Javier; 
Martha; Betty; Mae; María y Jo V.; Doreen D., Ema B., Veronica, Federico M; 
Ines G.M.; Yoyo, Faa W.; Ambrosio; Pablo F.; Susi; Diana; Anita; Jeremias y 
Mateo Z. Betania VII: Luis Enrique Viale. 

For the cancer patients: 

Betania I: Jazmin Magdaleno.
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Petitions for the Deceased:

For the souls in Purgatory, Prof. Lucia Guitliz, Dr. Luis Gutierrez, Yone 
Teresa Sardi de Ponce, Nestor Luis Morillo, Juan Carlos Sanchez, Jose 
Pacheco, and Gabriel.

Special Petitions:

For the entire Church, Pope Francis, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, all the 
bishops, priests and religious that form part of our Betania family, especially 
those who work for the cause of Maria Esperanza.
For the religious who are persecuted, for those who have doubts.
For the cause of beatification of Maria Esperanza and for Father Timothy 
Byerley who gives it impulse.
For all the Communities of Betania around the world.
For priestly and religious vocations.
For the rulers of all the countries of the world, and for those who have 
political and economic power, so that they may all have the well-being of the 
nations at heart.
For peace in the Middle East and the world.
For families, for couples that are going through a crisis, so the Blessed Virgin 
and Saint Joseph may lead them through the path of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth. 
For the Bianchini family and for Mr. Bianchini, so the Holy Spirit may always 
guide his steps, and God may grant him grace, health and strength to 
continue working for God and the Blessed Virgin.

Father of Goodness, listen to our prayer and grant unto your servants, who 
trust in You, the gift of your grace to embrace your love in unity, and reach 
with your mercy, after this life, the eternal kingdom, through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. Amen.

Events
Finca Betania
October 13, 2013
The Betania Foundation joined Pope Francis for the 
consecration of the world to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary

Church Sagrada Familia de Nazaret and Church 
Santa Ana
November 22, 2013; 6:30 p.m.
Holy Mass celebrating the birth of the Servant of 
God Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

Finca Betania
December 5, 2013
Distribution of gifts for children of poor families from 
the area

Concerts
Monastery San Jose y la Virgen del Carmen, Los 
Chorros
October 31, 2013
Commemoration of the visit of the relics of St. 
Therese of Lisieux to Venezuela

Cathedral of Caracas
November 3, 2013; 10:30 a.m.
Promulgation of the decree of heroic virtues of 
Mother Carmen Rendiles with Cardinal Jorge Urosa 
Savino

Olympic City San Juan de los Morros 
November 23, 2013; 10:00 a.m.
Holy Mass closing the year of faith, and testimonies 
on the faith and life of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini

Church La Milagrosa, El Placer
November 27, 2013; 7:00 p.m.
Holy Mass for the feast of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal

Church San Antonio Maria Claret, Los Dos 
Caminos
December 1, 2013; 11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass for the celebration of the 90th 
anniversary of the Claretian congregation in 
Venezuela

Hospital Dr. Martín Vegas  and orphanage for 
exceptional children of the  Missionaries of 
Charity, Catia La Mar
December 14, 2013
Holy Mass and Christmas Concerts

Church Santa Maria Madre de Dios, 
Manzanares
December 15, 2013
Holy Mass and concert for the 20th 
anniversary of the parish

Chapel Nuestra Senora del Carmen
December 24, 2013; 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Mass

Finca Betania
December 20, 2013
Welcoming the Superior of the Missionaries of 
Charity from India, and twenty members of her 
congregation in Venezuela

Finca Betania
December 27, 2013
Distribution of bags of food to poor people from 
the area


