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Words of the President of the Betania Foundation 

People were talking about a possible 
trip to Italy and Israel since 2011. It 
was probably a sign from heaven. At 
first, I did not consider it necessary, 
but then I thought it was, because 
of how some people were insisting 
on going. Finally, this year a group 
of fifty people from the Betania 
Foundation, who felt the desire 
of joining us, made the trip. I had 

previously traveled to the Holy Land four times in 1957, 1958, 
1963, and 1995. I had been to the Land of God because I had 
traveled with Maria Esperanza.

Since I returned I have been thinking about the importance 
of this trip and I came to a conclusion. I remember the truly 
negative conditions the Eastern nations were experiencing 
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Excerpt of a Message of Our 
Lady Given to Mrs. María 
Esperanza de Bianchini

Little daughter, my presence 
among you is not a dream; 

it is real. Obey and continue 
to be loyal to this Mother, 
so you may rejoice for all 

eternity [...]!
Your task is arduous, handing 

on my message of love and 
reconciliation to all peoples 
and nations [...]! You shall 

suffer, but what joy and 
happiness to see you have 

been loyal to me, your Mother 
[...]! I lead you by the hand!

MARCH 25 1978
10:30 A.M.

5TH APPARIPTION

before traveling. Everything pointed toward viewing 
the trip as something untimely, since war could 
happen any time. However, everything began to fall 
into place, thank God. I consider that after going to 
that nation things there have been calming down. 
So I believe the trip was of great importance.
I know data that can verify that there have been 
changes, but we would have to explain it in political 
terms and that will take a long time. What I can say 
is that the United States advised Israel to not attack 
Iraq. This is what always happened with Maria 
Esperanza, her trips were to stop a conflict between 
nations, or to stop serious things.

This trip was also of great personal benefit to 
those of us who traveled. The atmosphere of 
understanding among each other was splendid. It 
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Group of the Betania Foundation, Venezuela, at the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre

In September, the Betania Foundation began a trip that 
could be called “The Crusade of Love”. They were a group 
of fifty people, but given the facilities offered by modern 
communication technology, the entire foundation was 
informed and living day by day the incidents of the journey, 
through photos and messages on cellular phones.

As the twelfth century crusaders who promoted these trips 
for the purpose of rescuing the holy places, this one was 
motivated by the love of Jesus Christ and by the desire to 
be at all the places where He his life, Passion, Death and 
Resurrection took place.

The pilgrimage was headed by the president of the 
foundation, Mr. Geo Bianchini, who made the effort, despite 
having had surgery the week before the trip. He was helped 
by all who assisted him with the wheelchair, as they visited 
the holy places and prayed for peace in the world, especially 
in the Middle East, for the elections in Venezuela and in the 
USA, and for the intentions of the Holy Father on his trip to 
Lebanon.

With these intentions in mind, the crusaders set sail for Italy 
on September 10. There, they attended a Mass celebrated 
by the priests who accompanied them, Father Timothy 
Byerley and Father Juan Carlos Silva, in the Basilica of 
the Holy Cross of Jerusalem built by St. Helena, mother of 
Emperor Constantine, to house the relics brought by her 
from the Holy Land. The next day, the pilgrims went to the 

Wednesday Papal Audience, during which the Betania 
Choir sang a short hymn to honor the Holy Father 
Benedict XVI, while those who at home watched on 
television, with great emotion, how the Pope greeted 
the delegation of Venezuela that was waving their 
flags cheerfully. During the following days there were 
Masses at St. Maria of Carmelo in Transpontina, at the 
Chapel of St. Catherina in the Basilica of St. Francis 
of Assisi, and at the Minor Basilica of St. Sebastian, 
where they met with the members of Betania VIII and 
jointly attended Holy Mass.

The weighed anchor to continue toward their final 
destination: the Holy Land. There, they visited the 
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Basilica of the Annunciation, the Church of St. Joseph, and the Fountain of Mary, in Nazareth. Then they headed to Naim, the city where Jesus raised from 
the dead the only son of a widow; and they ended the day on Mount Tabor, at the site of the Transfiguration of the Lord. The next day they went to the Mount 
of the Beatitudes and to the Franciscan Chapel Mensa Christi, where Jesus gave Peter the primacy of the Church, and where they celebrated Mass on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. They then went to Tabgha, where the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes took place. They visited Peter’s house 
in Capernaum and the Synagogue where Jesus preached. After this they took a boat and sailed on Lake Tiberias, and arrived at Cana where there was a 
ceremony in which all married couples renewed their vows, in the place where the first public miracle of Jesus had occurred.

The crusaders also went to: the Basilica of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in Mount Carmel; St. Peter’s Church, in Tel Aviv; the Basilica of the Nativity, the Milk 
Grotto, the Sanctuary of the Shepherds, and the Church of the Annunciation, in Bethlehem; the Chapel of the Ascension and the Convent of the Palms, in 
Bethpage; the Pater Noster Shrine; the Church of the Agony; the Cenacle, St. Peter’s Church, the Basilica of St. Anne; the Holy Sepulcher; the tomb of Lazarus 
in Bethany; the Jordan River; the Mount of Temptation, in Jericho; to Qumran; and concluded their trip they went to the Western Wall.

The fruits of this pilgrimage are the memories they have of these wonderful places, the immense graces that were shed upon the travelers, and the strengthening 
of the faith, not only of the group who lived such an extraordinary experience, but of everyone in the foundation who was spiritually united to them during these 
unforgettable moments.

was an example of true love. It also was a trip of great sacrifice because we did not even 
have the time to think about what we were seeing. The important thing was to be there, to 
be an instrument of the Lord, and follow his will. 

I am glad I went despite my health condition. I was afraid I was not going to be able to, but 
angels literally escorted me, they were always ready to work carrying my wheelchair. That 
was beautiful! 

I advise the people of the Betania Foundation that if you have the opportunity to visit Israel 
to go to the place where the Lord has been. This is our true faith. If people want to go and if 
they have this desire, I advise you to do so, but always view it as a trip that will be for your 
spiritual benefit. We must have a pure intention, because it is a wonderful experience. The 
happiest persons on the trip were Father Juan Carlos Silva, and Father Timothy Byerley 
too; and this made me happy.

In regard to our visit to Italy, to Betania VIII, I spoke to its members about the importance 
of getting together, of being a strong group, and of improving every day. They meet with 
Father Renzo Campetella in the Minor Basilica of St. Sebastian. The group has been 
formed by the Colli family, the Parigi family, and others.

I wish the members of the Betania Foundation will not forget this trip, because we went to 
the places where the Holy Family lived, and where the Lord sent his Son. Jesus will come 
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Words of the President of the Betania Foundation 
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Mr. Geo Bianchini speaking in the Minor Basilica of San Sebastian to the Community 
of Betania VIII, in Rome

Clockwise: Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi (Italy), the Betania Group at the Holy Sepulchre (Israel), the Western Wall (Israel), Father Juan Carlos Silva in Assisi (Italy), the Betania Group at the Roman 
Coliseum (Italy), Basilica of St. Maria degli Angeli (Italy), and Church of the Transfiguration (Israel)

to rule the world, a world of love; and evil will come to an end. 
We are the heirs of Maria Esperanza’s mission.



ISRAEL: After an intense and enjoyable week on Italian soil the Betania Choir continued 
their journey to Israel. The members of the Betania Foundation were very happy to visit the 
land of Jesus, because for some it was their first time. The first visit was to the Basilica of 
the Annunciation, where the house of the Virgin Mary is, and where the choir offered their 
music to the Virgin. After Mass, the guide led the group to the House of St. Joseph, which 
is only a few steps away from the house of the Virgin. The Betania Choir again interpreted 
sweet melodies in honor of the saint, recalling his excellent work as a parent and as the 
person who gave support to the Holy Family of Nazareth. They finished the day at Mount 
Tabor where the choir had the honor, at the invitation of a Franciscan Brother, to praise the 
Lord in the great Church of the Transfiguration beside the main altar.

The next morning was devoted to visiting the Mount of Beatitudes, where a nun invited the 
Betania Choir into the chapel to sing to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Later they went 
to the Franciscan Chapel Mensa Christi, where Mass was celebrated in front of the Sea of 
Galilee. The beautiful sermon of the priest and the songs of the choir made the pilgrims feel 
they were back in time with Jesus.

After going to these beautiful places they continued to Capernaum where the choir was 
fortunate enough to see the House of Peter and the synagogue where Jesus preached. 
Here, the Betania Choir, recalling the work of the first Pope Peter, sang “You are Peter”.

Once at Mount Carmel they toured the Basilica of Our Lady of Mount Carmel built upon the 
cave of Prophet Elijah. The choir again offered their music to the Blessed Virgin.

The next destination was Bethlehem to visit and pray singing in the Church of the Nativity, 

ITALY: The first place that opened its doors to the Betania Choir was the Basilica of the Holy 
Cross of Jerusalem. The choir was, as were some members of the Betania Foundation, a 
bit tired due to their long trip, but once they witnessed the entry of Fathers Timothy Byerley 
and Juan Carlos Silva they quickly began to sing. The basilica, located five minutes from 
the hotel on foot, has an amazing acoustic that made each song resound in every corner, 
and this gave solemnity to the celebration of the Eucharist. 

The second presentation of the choir was one that marked the pilgrimage in a special way, 
since they had the privilege of singing at the Papal Audience. This day, a large group of 
pilgrims gathered to hear the words of our Pope Benedict XVI and share more intimately 
with him. The Betania Foundation and the Betania Choir were part of this event. Before 
the Holy Father of the Church appeared in the hall, the Betania Choir sang several songs, 
such as: Alma Llanera, the Hallelujah of Handel, the Pontifical Anthem, and Salve Regina. 
When the time came for sharing with the Holy Father, a group of bishops introduced the 
travelers who spoke different languages. When it was the Venezuelan group’s turn, the 
Betania Choir quickly began to sing. That same day in the afternoon, the group went to the 
Church of St. Maria del Carmelo in Transpontina, to celebrate the Eucharist. Father Tim 
and Father Juan Carlos were the ones who concelebrated Mass at the church that is very 
close to the Vatican.

Early the next day, the group of pilgrims of the Betania Foundation went to Assisi. During 
their tour they visited the Church of St. Clare that has the crucifix of St. Damian. The 
leader of the choir, Maria Auxiliadora de Leon, began directing a song dedicated to St. 
Francis and then the Ave Maria by Luis de Victoria. Some pilgrims who were in the church 
were touched by the songs. The group continued its journey to the Basilica of St. Francis 
to attend Mass at the Chapel of St. Catherina, where once again the Betania Choir 
accompanied the celebration with sweet songs that led everyone to draw closer to God 
and to St. Francis of Assisi. After Mass, they went to visit the tomb of the great saint where 
they had the privilege of singing the song of St. Damian and Hail Mary.
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In September, the Betania Choir was on tour sharing the message of love and hope for a new world. The first stop of this wonderful pilgrimage was at the cradle 
of our Mother Church, Italy, and the last was in the land where our Lord Jesus Christ lived, Israel.

The choristers filled each place with Caribbean joy, and transmitted the great love the Venezuelans and the Betania Foundation have for our Heavenly Father 
and our beloved Pope Benedict XVI.

St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Italy

View of Jerusalem, Israel

The last visit in Rome was to the Minor Basilica of St. Sebastian, 
which is built over the catacombs. Members of Betania VIII where 
there with their spiritual guide, Father Renzo Campetella, who 
were waiting for the pilgrimage from Betania, Venezuela, to begin 
Holy Mass. Again, the Betania Choir accompanied the celebration 
of the Eucharist with their music, and after Father Renzo, Father 
Tim and Mr. Geo spoke they gave a short concert to all members 
of the community of Betania in Italy, inviting them to Venezuela to 
visit the Sanctuary of Mary, Virgin and Mother, Reconciler of all 
Peoples and Nations.

the Milk Grotto, the Sanctuary of the Shepherds and the Church 
of the Annunciation.

Then, in the Chapel of the Ascension and the Sanctuary Pater 
Noster they elevated their voices in song. In the Church of the 
Agony they accompanied the celebration of the Eucharist, and in 
the Cenacle they interpreted the “Tantum Ergo” and “Veni Creator 
Spiritus”.
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The next day, they visited the Basilica of St. Anne and the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of the Holy Sepulcher. In both places the choir dedicated their music to 
the Lord. In addition, during Mass at the Holy Sepulcher the choir managed, with its voices, to draw those who were present closer to the Lord.

Finally, the Betania Choir had the immense joy of going to Bethany, the site that inspired its name. There, the Eucharist, the reflections of Father Tim and Father 
Juan Carlos, and the fact that Mr. Bianchini gave the guide the statue of Our Lady Reconciler of Peoples, created the perfect atmosphere for the choir to feel 
they were tremendously blessed by being able to lift their songs of praise and gratitude to the Lord for such a pilgrimage to Italy and the Holy Land.

At 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, September 12, 2012, the pilgrims from Betania, 
Venezuela, went to the Vatican, the greatest spiritual base of the Church in Europe. As 
usual, the journey began with a prayer, followed by songs to God, the Virgin and the 
Servant of God, Maria Esperanza. Upon arrival, everyone was happy, with their hearts 
prepared to attend the grand private audience in which Pope Benedict XVI would give 
everyone a word and his blessing.

Groups from all over the world, from different cultures and nations, who are following 
the path of God, were waiting for the big moment. Upon entering the spacious 
auditorium Paul VI there were songs and praises to God, all united by the same 
ideal: to love our Catholic Church. Approximately 12,000 people were present in this 
incredible gathering of joy and peace, everyone was waiting to greet their leader. The 
Betania Choir joined the musical celebration and everyone listened with great joy, 
united as brothers and sisters.

Finally, the Pope made his entrance. The auditorium immediately was flooded with 
applause as a tribute to him, and he waved with a smile, as he saw everyone united 
as one People of God. Then, His Holiness read the Gospel of the day and reflected 
upon it, in the different languages of the nations that were present.

All were filled with joy, there was unparalleled harmony in the environment, true 
coexistence among brothers, and true happiness was felt. Then, the names the 
various groups who had traveled to the site were announced. When it was the Betania 
Foundation’s turn they all shouted and were joyfully jumping, greeting the Pope, and, 
of course, the choir sang in his honor.

When the audience ended, the different groups continued singing and celebrating 
such brotherly union, by clapping, smiling and hugging each other. For some hours 
true coexistence between brothers was realized; true love and coexistence among 
nations was felt. That is why the Vatican is one of the greatest spiritual bases, because 
there you can experience, at least for an instant, the beginning of the kingdom of 
heaven on earth.

A Visit to Our Great Leader

Pilgrims in the Paul VI Hall for the Papal Audience

The Andreu-Silva waiting for Pope Benedict XVI

Pope Benedict XVI welcoming the pilgrims 

The Betania Choir singing to the Holy Father
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Yes, brothers, I am very grateful for our 
priests, the representatives of my Lord 
on earth, who have come from the USA 
to meet us here. I also thank you: Drew 
[Mariani], your father, your mother, your 
family for the invitation you have made me 
with great joy, hope, and with the emotion 
of sharing together.

We have shared like children of God with 
an intimate unity of souls, with an open 
heart, with Jesus touching with his flame 
and fire filling us with infinite, tender, 
and sweet love, as the sweet Mary of 
Nazareth, the Mother of the Savior, our 
Mother Mary, the Queen, the purest of all 
women, the most innocent, the blessed 

child who with her smile, grace, splendor and purity won the heart of all 
mankind, especially the heart of us Christians, Catholics who love and feel 
Jesus, her Divine Son, whom she bore in her womb as hope of a promising 
future. 

Behold, then, thank You, Jesus, You are locked in the tabernacle calling all 
of your children.

This is a beautiful Church, Saint Peter, it is dedicated to him. O Saint Peter, 
I would have liked to live in those times to follow you to Rome! Rome has 
been a dream in my life. Lord Jesus, You have given me so much, and your 
love is plentiful! 

Let us follow the great fisherman, navigating in his ship with Jesus and 
the apostles who followed him. All apostles let us embark once and for all. 
Let us not stay on the shore waiting, let us follow the Lord Jesus with his 
apostles, so his preaching may reach our consciences and we may awaken 
to the reality the world is living, a misguided world right now: war, pride, 
insults, disasters, great events for mankind.

We have to rectify and we have to embark on the ship, so we may find the 
lights of faith and of divine knowledge, and especially will power – strong, 
firm, decided, mindful, and balanced will with humility – in order to share 
with our brothers, living softly and sweetly with Mary in her motherly bosom. 
[…].

Thank you, Mother, for these days of joy here, in which we have enjoyed 
everything, this meeting we have had because of the will of the Father, 
in his Divine Son, and the comforting, purifying, and renewing Holy Spirit. 
Thank You, Lord, my blessed one; thank You, Lord. O blessed angel who 
announced the Mother of God, the awaited Son of all generations, I thank 
you! I thank you all.

God bless you. Good night. Happiness, much happiness!

(Excerpt of the speech of the Servant of God in the Church of St. Peter, Tel 
Aviv, Israel, in 1995.)

Reflections of the Servant of God Maria 
Esperanza de Bianchini During the 1995 

Pilgrimage to Israel with the Mariani family

Words of the Vice-Postulator
Italy and the Holy Land

Dear Friends of Betania,

It was a great blessing to travel with 
Senor Geo, the Bianchini family, Fr. 
Juan Carlos Silva, and the Betania 
Foundation to Rome, Assisi, and the 
Holy Land. Palestine was especially 
moving. We were able to visit the most 
sacred places associated with the life 
of Christ. The Masses, prayers and 
religious devotions at these shrines were 
enhanced by the inspirational singing of 
the Betania Choir. Also inspiring was 

the courage and strength of will demonstrated by Senor Geo as he 
navigated the rocky terrain in his wheel chair. Carlos Marrero never 
left his side (except to sleep), and the young men from the Foundation 
carried Senor Geo up and down staircases as if they were carrying 
fragile glassware. (He may not agree with this last statement.)

In the end, our mission was to pray for the Holy Father, the Church, the 
people of Israel, and for peace in the Middle East. These were among 
the most important intentions of the Servant of God, Maria Esperanza, 
when she was living.

With prayers and blessings,

Fr. Tim

Father Timothy Byerley and Father Juan Carlos Silva celebrating Mass at the Minor 
Basilica of St. Sebastian, with the Community of Betania VIII, Italy



Merciful Father, You blessed Maria Esperanza with an abundance of spiritual 
gifts for the consolation of your people. She served You as wife, mother, 
and missionary to promote the unity of the family and the reconciliation of 
all peoples. You enabled her to be the central figure in the manifestations 
of the Virgin Mary, under the title of Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, 
in Betania. Grant us the grace to follow her example of humility, hope, and 
unconditional love.
Through the intercession of your servant, Maria Esperanza, we pray for the 
healing and reconciliation of our families, and for the fraternal unity of the 
entire human family.
Especially, we beseech You to grant us the favors we now request (mention 
your intentions here) through the merits and prayers of your servant. 
Likewise, we humbly implore that she be inscribed in the Church’s catalogue 
of saints, as a universal model of the beatitudes.
We pray all this according to your holy will, cherished by your servant until 
the end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

With the ecclesiastical approval of Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, December 4, 2009

For more information or to report a miracle go to: www.mariaesperanza.org 
and/or www.betania.org.ve
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Cross this river [the Tarma River, in Betania], by foot if you can, wetting 
your feet. Think about the Jordan River when Jesus was baptized by 
John. Think about him. And think about Betania. Think about Jerusalem, 
blessed Jerusalem [near the place] where Jesus came to life.

We must tear off a bit of that materialism, which is what today’s society 
cultivates. Not a bit; tear it all off, eradicate its roots from our existence. 
Why? Because we are being called by Jesus, He is asking us [...] to be 
aware of our inner spiritual growth, of our encounter with Jesus. This is 
why He asks us to turn to the Eucharist.

It is the time to rebuild the walls of the new triumphant Jerusalem. This 
is very strong, but the time is coming in which all men, women, children 
on earth must hold hands without saying, “You are this. You are that.” 
No! We are the great family of God!

Spiritual Maxims of
Maria Esperanza de Bianchini

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF 
MARIA ESPERANZA

www.betania.org.ve / www.mariaesperanza.org

Chronological Data 
on Mrs. Maria Esperanza

•   On January 21, 1948, she received her second message from Jesus. 
He instructed her to go to Dr. Hernandez Rodriguez, an internist and 
psychologist. She visited him so he could give her a diagnosis of her 
illness. He prescribed for her a treatment that turned out to be the 
same one she had been inspired to take. He advised her to change her 
residence and to visit Dr. Jose Francisco Torrealba in San Juan de los 
Morros. During this year she only had soup and pudding to eat

•  In May, 1948, she went to San Juan de los Morros, Guarico State, for 
the first time to enjoy the fresh air and the thermal waters of the place. 
While in San Juan de los Morros she met the doctor and investigator, 
Dr. Jose Francisco Torrealba, who discovered the cure for Chagas 
Disease. The doctor, admiring the young lady’s – Maria Esperanza’s – 
graces, asked her to accompany him during his appointments, and help 
him diagnose and prescribe his sick patients. Many healings took place 
and many gifts began to manifest themselves in her life. An awakening 
occurred in her: she developed the ability to read the hearts, to sense 
when guests were arriving, to know if friends were sick or if something 
had happened to them. She always used to say, “When the spiritual 
and the scientific matters unite, there will no longer be illnesses in the 
world.” This is only the beginning of the manifestation of the mystical 
gifts the Lord would grant her for her mission

•  In this period of her life she worked at the Bank Agricola y Pecuario 
and was invited by a Lebanese family to Ciudad Bolivar. There, she met 
the State Governor and the newly appointed Bishop, Monsignor Juan 
Jose Bernal, who invited her to speak at different parishes. This bishop 
became her second spiritual director

Part of the group of the Betania Foundation in Bethany, Israel, 1995

Part of the Bianchini family at Mount Tabor, Israel, 1995

Mrs. Maria Esperanza de Bianchini at Ostia, Italy, 1995
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COMMUNITIES OF BETANIA

Betania XII, Koenigstein, Germany

In mid May, we had the exciting news that there was a possibility of a visit 
from Giovanni and Anabella Bianchini, to Betania XII, Germany, on their 
return trip from Asia to Caracas. By God’s wonderful grace, they were able 
to visit on the Sunday after Ascension Thursday, May 20, 2012. To us, it 
was a “signal grace,” a sign of God’s loving providence, as we would be 
contemplating the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven from Bethany – Betania! 

John, my husband, and I met Giovanni and Anabella at the Frankfurt Airport, 
in the morning. We headed to our little town of Koenigstein, in the Taunus 
mountains, just outside of Frankfurt. We walked to Mass at the Ursuline 
Kloster of St. Angela, then strolled through town. Next, we returned home 
to prepare for the Betania XII gathering. At 2:00 p.m., members and friends 
began to arrive. 

By 3:00, the Hour of Mercy, we began our prayer time. First a small introduction, 
then we followed our usual pattern of rosary prayers, voicing our intentions, 
meditating on the mysteries (Glorious, that day), and on some of the messages 
from Our Lady given through Mrs. Maria Esperanza, our precious spiritual 
mother. Betania XII has members from at least ten different countries. (Thanks 
to Our Lady, Reconciler of all Peoples and Nations, no doubt!) And so, we 
prayed each decade in a different language. We also listened to the Gospel of 
the day and had some instruction from Fr. Bennet Thierrney, a priest with the 
Legionaries of Christ, who is able to join our Prayer Group about once a month. 
All shared a brief expression of something that had “particularly touched their 
hearts” during the prayer time. 

Next, we all read a brief account of Mrs. Maria’s life. Following that, Giovanni 
and Anabella began sharing with us. They spoke about some of the history 
of Betania, and some personal experiences of Mrs. Maria and of Our Lady, 
Reconciler of All Peoples and Nations. I have to say we were all mesmerized 
– feeling so very, very blessed, to be able to hear these things directly from 
Mrs. Maria’s family members! They were open to questions, which reflected 
everyone’s deep concern for upholding the Catholic faith within their family 
units. People wanted to know, as a family mother, how did Mrs. Maria deal 
with her spouse and children, in ordinary family life. “There are three things 
you can do,” Giovanni said, “Pray, give good example, and receive daily Holy 
Communion.” (What a powerful “action plan!!”) 

We closed with the “special prayer” for Mrs. Maria’s intercession and for 
the furthering of her “Cause.” Following, we continued with joyful fraternal 
socializing. A bit later we were able to connect, by telephone, with Mr. Geo 
Bianchini, in Caracas! What an added blessing! Many people lingered on until 
nearly 8:00 p.m. Such an amazing day, in which it felt like Mrs. Maria was 
truly with us all, encouraging, consoling and inspiring us in countless ways, and 
Heaven multiplied the minutes making every single second golden.

Mary and John Smith, and all of Betania XII

The meeting of Betania XII and Betania I

The blessing of the new building of Our Sorrowful Mother’s Ministry, Betania XVI

Sunday, June 24th, the Solemnity of the Birth of St. John the Baptist marked 
the official blessing and naming of Our Sorrowful Mother’s Ministry’s new 
building. Debbie Pryor and Vanessa Keck welcomed everyone as they 
arrived. The morning began with a meditation of the Seven Sorrows Rosary 
led by OSMM member, Jill Sisney. People were able to listen to the beautiful 
testimonies and music of both Annie Karto and Matthew Baute. We heard an 
inspiring testimony from Ann, the wife of one of our members, John Frailey, as 
she told how the ministry affected her life and that of her husband and their 
eight children as they have dealt with a serious illness that John has suffered. 
Fr. Timothy Byerley, Vice-Postulator for the Cause of Beatification of Maria 
Esperanza, spoke about her life and charisms and her message of love and 
unity in the family. He described the apparition of Mary, Reconciler of all People 
and Nations and how the world is being called to live with love and peace for 
one another. Debbie Pryor gave a truly anointed talk sharing the spiritual and 
emotional journey she and Vanessa have traveled together as they persevered 
trying to do the will of God. 

The culmination of the day was Holy Mass celebrated by the Most Rev. Bishop 
Thomas John Paprocki. Fr. Daren Zehnle served as the Master of Ceremonies 
for Mass. Several priests were able to concelebrate as we welcomed our 
pastor, Fr. Joseph Havrilka, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga from Rwanda, Fr. Martin 
Edward Ohajunwa, Fr. John Titus, Fr. Martin Mannion, Fr. Tim Byerley, and Fr. 
Bill Casey. During Mass, the new building of Our Sorrowful Mother’s Ministry 

Our Sorrowful Mother’s Ministry - Betania XVI

was blessed and officially named The Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother by 
Bishop Paprocki.
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Betania VI, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Our readers are invited to visit the following link which contains a beautiful video made by the Dover family, the representatives of Betania VI, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, who were on pilgrimage in Finca Betania, in August, 2012:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQLPdIJNofQ&list=HL1346378869&feature=mh_lolz

At the conclusion of Mass, Fr. Byerley shared a message from Mr. Geo and the Bianchini family from Venezuela. They sent their best wishes and congratulations 
and shared the joy of our day. It is our great privilege to be part of the Betania family as Betania XVI. We share the spirit of Maria Esperanza and the Bianchini 
family as we try to live out the mission of love and unity.

Fr. Bill Casey spoke about the ministry from a unique perspective as he has been a speaker, friend and mentor since the beginning of OSMM. He stated that 
the achievement of this new center was not a final accomplishment of years of work, but a “mustard seed” from which greater things will grow.

In the words of Jesus, “He said to him, You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and 
the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 22:37-39). We are here to serve God and one another on earth and 
so we may live together with Him forever in eternity.

What Has the Pope Said in Lebanon? The Ten Key Messages

In September, Pope Benedict XVI made an apostolic visit to Lebanon, during which he gave several speeches in 
the country, and among the themes he addressed were: peace, justice, commitment, fellowship, new fraternity, 
common good, and hope to a region suffering many conflicts.

The Internet has registered the speeches that the Pope gave in Lebanon on September 2012. Based on an article 
of the website Vida Nueva*, the ten key messages the Pope gave in Lebanon are presented below:

1. I can say that no one advised me to cancel this trip and for my part I never contemplated that idea, because I 
know that if the situation is complicated, it is even more necessary to offer this sign of fraternity, or encouragement 
and of solidarity.

2. The Arab Spring is a positive thing. It is a desire for greater democracy, for greater liberty, greater cooperation 
and a renewed Arab identity. This cry for liberty comes from youth with a strong cultural and personal formation 
who want greater participation in political and social life, and that is in itself a very positive and healthy thing, also 
for us Christians.

3. The successful way the Lebanese all live together surely demonstrates to the whole Middle East and to the rest 
of the world that, within a nation, there can exist cooperation between the various Churches, all members of the 
one Catholic Church in a fraternal spirit of communion with other Christians, and at the same time coexistence 
and respectful dialogue between Christians and their brethren of other religions. 

4. The happy coexistence of Islam and Christianity, two religions that have helped to shape great cultures, is what 
makes for the originality of social, political and religious life in Lebanon. One can only rejoice in this circumstance, 
which must absolutely be encouraged.

5. Nowadays, our cultural, social and religious differences should lead us to a new kind of fraternity wherein what 
rightly unites us is a shared sense of the greatness of each person and the gift which others are to themselves, to 
those around them and to all humanity. This is the path to peace! This is the commitment demanded of us! This is 
the approach which ought to guide political and economic decisions at every level and on a global scale!

(To be continued in the next Newsletter.)

CHURCH

The Holy Father Benedict XVI at Lebanon

*Vida Nueva (2012). Iglesia en el 
mundo. September 21, 2012. Taken on 
10-31-2012 from http://www.vidanueva.
es/2012/09/21/que-ha-dicho-el-papa-
en-el-libano-los-diez-mensajes-clave/ 
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The Holy Father Benedict XVI at Lebanon

Concerts of the Betania Choir

Place: Amphitheatre El Hatillo
Date: November 17, 2012
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Detail: Concert Deluxe of the Betania Choir

Place: Church Santa Maria Madre de Dios, Manzanares
Date: November 25, 2012
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Detail: Holy Mass and Christmas Concert, Feast of Christ the King, and 
the Birthday of Fr. Jose (Pepe) Martinez

Place: Church La Milagrosa, El Placer
Date: November 27, 2012
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Detail: Holy Mass and Christmas Concert, Feast of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal

Place: Sports Center La Boyera
Date: November 30, 2012
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Detail: Concert Deluxe of the Betania Choir 

Place: Leper Colony Hospital Martin Vegas, and Home Madre Teresa de 
Calcuta, Catia la Mar
Date: December 1, 2012
Time: 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Detail: Holy Mass, Christmas Concert and lunch, and Christmas Concert

AGENDA

Reminder
As part of the declaration of the Year of Faith promulgated by His Holiness Benedict XVI, which started on October 11, 2012, and ends on November 24, 2013, 
we invite all our readers to continue to pursue the uplifting reading of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Then we will be following the inspiration the Holy 
Father desires “to usher the whole Church into a time of particular reflection and rediscovery of faith” (Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei, no. 4). 

Place: Patio of the Church La Ascensión del Senor, Cumbres de 
Curumo
Date: December 7, 2012
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Detail: Concert Deluxe of the Betania Choir, and the Birthday of Fr. 
Ricardo Guillen

Place: The Cathedral of Caracas
Date: December 8, 2012
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Detail: Holy Mass and Christmas Concert, Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception and Birthday of Mr. Geo Bianchini

Place: Church Santo Tomas Apostol, Sorocaima
Date: December 9, 2012
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Detail: Holy Mass and Christmas Concert

Place : Church La Sagrada Familia de Nazaret, La Tahona
Date: December 24, 2012
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Detail: Christmas Eve Mass 
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Petitions of the Communities 
Let us pray for the necessities of our Holy Church and of the world, 
and especially for our brothers and sisters who have the following 
requests:

In Thanksgiving:
Thank you, Lord, for the immense gift and grace of witnessing the 
beatification of Sister Crescentia Perez of Argentina.
Thank you, Lord, for the birth of Ana Maria, the daughter of Denise 
and Oki.
The Cacciabaudo family appreciates your prayers for Carolina. 

Health Petitions:
For the children: Amapola Betania Carbonel who fell and 
fractured her cheekbone and other body parts, one year old Rolando 
Bello because he may have leukemia, and for Charlotte who is 
autistic.

For the pregnant women: Lara Cannon and Tatiana.

For the cancer patients: Ines G.M., Yoyo, Paca P., Fanta 
W., Ambrosio, Pablo F., Susi, Diana, Anita, Jeremias (b.b.) Mateo Z., 
Judith Curiel, Octavio Ochoa Torres, Daniela with a pulmunary tumor, 
Concepcion del Corral with a tumor in the heart, and for the President 
of Venezuela.

For those recovering from surgery: Diosdada de Leon 
who had an aneurysm burst, Ana Carolina Ruiz-Viso de Cacciabaudo 
and Corinne Socioli. 

For the health of: Tete, Toia, Martina A., Alejandro E., Ana, 
Monica B., Agustina, Julieta (b.b.), Cristina C., Ivan A., Juan (Pato), 
Ezequiel, Javier, Martha, Betty, Maae, Maria V., Doreen D., Ema 
B., Alejandro Javier Pina Zabala, Carmen Isabel de Behrens with a 
circulatory problem in a leg with ulcers, Adriana and Jesireth who are 
very sick with the virus, Mr. Ruiz-Viso who is in a delicate condition, 
and for Denise and her baby.

Petitions for the Deceased:
For the souls in Purgatory
For Mr. Guillermo Souto, Rafael Cayama, Cecilia, Ricardo R. and 
Telmo A.
For those who have taken their life in a terrible moment of despair: 
Sebastian Jose Robles and Luis Eduardo Garcia.

Special Petitions:
For the entire Church, the Pope and all the bishops and priests who 
help us in our journey.
For the cause of beatification of Maria Esperanza and for Father 
Timothy Byerley who gives it impulse.
For all the Communities of Betania spread around the world.
For priestly and religious vocations.
For peace in the Middle East and the world.
For Cynthia Cura and Maria Isabel, who are going through a terrible 
trail.
For unity and peace in Argentina.
For the Bianchini family and for Mr. Bianchini, so God may grant 
him grace, health and strength to continue working for God and the 
Blessed Virgin.
For Frederick Wolf who is going through a divorce and the process 
has been very traumatic.

Father of Goodness, listen to our prayer and grant unto your servants, 
who trust in You, the gift of your grace to embrace your love in unity, 
and reach with your mercy, after this life, the eternal kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen.


